
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks E701April 29, 1998
TRIBUTE TO OPERATION GANG

RESCUE

HON. GEORGE P. RADANOVICH
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
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Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to pay tribute to the law enforcement of-
ficials and central California valley youth who
have contributed to the 3rd annual community
service ‘‘Operation Gang Rescue.’’ Fresno,
Madera, Merced, and Los Banos communities,
local officials, and the Central Valley Der-
matology and Laser Medical Center have
joined together in support of the community
Gang Intervention program and gang related
tattoo removal for Valley youth. I applaud their
efforts and dedication.

‘‘Operation Gang Rescue’’ is a community
service program in cooperation with ‘‘Gang
Intervention Units’’ of the police departments
of local communities from Fresno, Madera,
and Merced Counties. Men and women in the
law enforcement organizations serve as men-
tors, providing direction and encouragement to
the youth involved in the program. The partici-
pation of the law enforcement organizations,
which includes the Fresno County Probation
Department, Madera Probation Department,
Merced Police Department, and Los Banos
Police Department, is commendable.

The objective of the program is to establish
a long term community service program where
the Central Valley Dermatology and Laser
Medical Center contributes its time, facility,
and laser equipment to provide treatment ses-
sions and removal of ‘‘gang related tattoos’’
free of charge. The participation of Dr. Syed
Pervaiz and the Central Valley Dermatology
and Laser Center has been instrumental to the
program for the past three years. Dr. Pervaiz
is credited with being a community leader and
exemplary citizen. He and his staff are a credit
to the community.

The youngsters that participate in this pro-
gram are selected by the Fresno County Pro-
bation Department, Madera Probation Depart-
ment, Merced Police Department South Sta-
tion, and Los Banos Police Department. They
are all deserving of this recognition.

For all of their hard work and dedication I
would like to recognize Probation Officers Phil-
lip Fuentes, Kristine Kelly, and Gerald
Sandoval from the Fresno County Probation
Department, Juvenile Division. I would also
like to recognize youths Dawn Dervisian, Joe
Madrid, and Jonathan Franco who were se-
lected for the program by the Fresno County
Probation Department.

I would like to congratulate Naomi Saldivar-
Wyatt and Daniel Nunez from the Madera Pro-
bation Department. Additionally, I recognize
Obed Reyes, Timothy Edwards, Angel Ortega,
and Michael Ramon for actively participating in
this program under the guidance of the
Madera Probation Department officers.

I would like to recognize Commander Wally
Broughton, D.A. Penn, and Richard Morgan
from the Merced Police Department South
Station. Under their guidance, Erick Smith,
Mimi Mojica, Khou Moua, Daniel Aguilar, John
Stephens, and John Vang all actively partici-
pated.

From the Los Banos Police Department,
Chief Mike Hughes and Wayne Small oversaw
youths Ernie Alvarez and Celina Basch. These

devoted individuals have made concerted ef-
fort to make a difference in the San Joaquin
Valley.

It is through the community efforts displayed
by these individuals that we can reach a high-
er level of tranquillity in our respective commu-
nities. The program is a multi-agency effort to
give ‘‘at risk’’ youth a chance to lead produc-
tive lives. Additionally, the program offers
young people the opportunity to rid them-
selves of gang tattoos free of charge.

Mr. Speaker, it is with great honor that I pay
tribute to the law enforcement officials and
central California valley youth who have con-
tributed to the 3rd annual community service
‘‘Operation Gang Rescue.’’ I commend Dr.
Pervaiz and his staff for facilitating the serv-
ices and procedures to give these young citi-
zens an opportunity for a brighter future. The
efforts of the law enforcement officers of Fres-
no, Madera, Merced, and Los Banos bring
unmeasurable rewards for the youths partici-
pating in the ‘‘Operation Gang Rescue’’ pro-
gram. I ask my colleagues to join me in wish-
ing ‘‘Operation Gang Rescue’’ many more
years of success.
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Mr. SMITH of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, I rise
to join the citizens of Hillsdale and Branch
Counties to pay special tribute to our rep-
resentative in the Michigan legislature.

So many people talk about the kind of lead-
er they want to represent them in government
and Mike Nye fits that definition by every
measure.

This week, my friends in Hillsdale County
will honor Mike Nye for his sixteen years of
dedicated leadership in Lansing. They know,
as I do, that few people have accomplished
more in that time for the people of Michigan.

Mike Nye’s retirement from the state legisla-
ture is a great loss. As a member of the
House, he fought for commonsense legal re-
form and worked to provide better health care
to poor children and was the innovator of re-
forms that have resulted in a better education
system for Michigan. Mike Nye’s improve-
ments in court reform, school reform, tort re-
form, and juvenile justice reform will be a con-
tinuing legacy of his knowledge, ability and
leadership in the Michigan legislature.

In an era of overheated rhetoric and blatant
partisanship, Mike Nye stands out as a concil-
iator—a legislator who brought people to-
gether. Mike Nye was often the man people
turned to when they needed a leader to final-
ize and pass legislation.

Mr. Speaker, my colleagues and I here in
Washington can learn a lot from the service of
Mike Nye. His contributions to public policy
are equaled by his and his wife, Marcie’s,
dedication to their community. Marcie’s leader-
ship in working in the prison system with her
Kids Need Moms program is a great example
of their commitment to help people.

I know Mike’s future contributions will be
just as worthwhile to all of us, regardless of
what path he may take. God bless you, Mike,
and good luck.
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Mr. WELDON of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker,
the Seventh District of Pennsylvania which I
represent is exceptionally rich in historical
sites which serve to remind us of our colonial
and early-American heritage. As we commit
resources to allow our school children to re-
visit history via virtual reality, I feel it’s impor-
tant that we preserve the true reality of signifi-
cant historical sites such as the Paoli Battle-
field in Malvern, Pennsylvania.

This land was the site of the ‘‘Paoli Mas-
sacre’’ in which British troops led by Major
General Grey attacked the American Army of
Pennsylvania Regiments on the wooded hill-
side and two fields between what is now
Sugartown Road and Warren Avenue. The en-
suing battle resulted in at least 52 American
deaths and 7 British fatalities. The British
night-time bayonet charge was aided by the
fact that Americans were silhouetted against
the light of their campfires. Some American
troops panicked and fled and general disorder
spread throughout the American line. British
dragoons, arriving on the field, shattered the
American column and pursued retreating
Americans as far as Sugartown Road. Only
the more disciplined American soldiers es-
caped the original onslaught unscathed, but a
following British assault, conducted by the
Royal Highland Regiment, completed the rout.

The Paoli Massacre was part of the military
conflict between British and Americans forces
during the Revolutionary War’s Philadelphia
Campaign, a chapter of the war that witnessed
the occupation of Philadelphia and the famed
American encampment at Valley Forge in the
winter of 1777–78. The first two American at-
tempts to stop the British invasion that Fall
were the Battle of Brandywine, September 11,
1777, and the unsuccessful Battle of the
Clouds, September 16, 1777. The Paoli Mas-
sacre was part of the third effort to contain
British General Sir William Howe’s advance on
Philadelphia.

The Paoli Battlefield Site and Parade
Grounds, containing 62 acres, is situated in
the Borough of Malvern, Chester County and
consists of two adjoining parcels. In 1777,
these parcels represented the northern por-
tions of two farms and were the location of the
heaviest action of the battle. The eastern par-
cel, identified as the Battlefield Site, is ap-
proximately 40 acres and consists of a for-
ested ravine and slope rising to a plateau con-
taining a plowed field and surrounding woods.
The western parcel is the 22 acre Parade
Grounds, established in 1822, where the local
militia drilled and the community used as a
commemorative property focusing on honoring
all veterans. Monuments honoring World War
I and II veterans can be found there, as well
as the mass graves of the slain soldiers of the
American Revolution, where a fieldstone wall
surrounds a mound and obelisk monument.
The tremendous historical value of this land is
without question and should be preserved for
future generations to appreciate.

The Battlefield Site is presently owned by
the Malvern Preparatory School. The School’s
Board of Trustees recently voted to sell the
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